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GOD vs. THE SKY GODS

Exodus 9:13-10:29, ESV —13Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and present yourself
before Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, “Let my people go, that they may serve
me. 14 For this time | will send all my plagues on you yourself, and on your servants and your people, so that you may
know that there is none like me in all the earth. 15 For by now | could have put out my hand and struck you and your
people with pestilence, and you would have been cut off from the earth. 16 But for this purpose | have raised you up,
to show you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth. 17 You are still exalting yourself against
my people and will not let them go. 18 Behold, about this time tomorrow | will cause very heavy hail to fall, such as
never has been in Egypt from the day it was founded until now. 19 Now therefore send, get your livestock and all that
you have in the field into safe shelter, for every man and beast that is in the field and is not brought home will die
when the hail falls on them.”’ ” 20 Then whoever feared the word of the LORD among the servants of Pharaoh hurried
his slaves and his livestock into the houses, 21 but whoever did not pay attention to the word of the LORD left his slaves
and his livestock in the field.

22 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, so that there may be hail in all the land of
Egypt, on man and beast and every plant of the field, in the land of Egypt.” 23 Then Moses stretched out his staff
toward heaven, and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the earth. And the LORD rained hail upon
the land of Egypt. 24 There was hail and fire flashing continually in the midst of the hail, very heavy hail, such as had
never been in all the land of Egypt since it became a nation. 25 The hail struck down everything that was in the field in
all the land of Egypt, both man and beast. And the hail struck down every plant of the field and broke every tree of the
field. 26 Only in the land of Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no hail.

27 Then Pharaoh sent and called Moses and Aaron and said to them, “This time | have sinned; the LORD is in the
right, and | and my people are in the wrong. 28 Plead with the LORD, for there has been enough of God'’s thunder and
hail. I will let you go, and you shall stay no longer.” 29 Moses said to him, “As soon as | have gone out of the city, I will
stretch out my hands to the LORD. The thunder will cease, and there will be no more hail, so that you may know that
the earth is the LORD’s. 30 But as for you and your servants, | know that you do not yet fear the LORD God.” 31 (The flax
and the barley were struck down, for the barley was in the ear and the flax was in bud. 32 But the wheat and the emmer
were not struck down, for they are late in coming up.) 33 So Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh and stretched
out his hands to the LORD, and the thunder and the hail ceased, and the rain no longer poured upon the earth. s4 But
when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned yet again and hardened his heatrt,
he and his servants. 35 So the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people of Israel go, just as the
LorD had spoken through Moses.

10 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh, for | have hardened his heart and the heart of his servants, that
I may show these signs of mine among them, 2 and that you may tell in the hearing of your son and of your grandson



how | have dealt harshly with the Egyptians and what signs | have done among them, that you may know that | am
the LORD.”

3 So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh and said to him, “Thus says the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, ‘How
long will you refuse to humble yourself before me? Let my people go, that they may serve me. 4 For if you refuse to
let my people go, behold, tomorrow | will bring locusts into your country, s and they shall cover the face of the land, so
that no one can see the land. And they shall eat what is left to you after the hail, and they shall eat every tree of yours
that grows in the field, s and they shall fill your houses and the houses of all your servants and of all the Egyptians, as
neither your fathers nor your grandfathers have seen, from the day they came on earth to this day.’ ” Then he turned
and went out from Pharaoh.

7 Then Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How long shall this man be a snare to us? Let the men go, that they may
serve the LORD their God. Do you not yet understand that Egypt is ruined?” s So Moses and Aaron were brought back
to Pharaoh. And he said to them, “Go, serve the LORD your God. But which ones are to go?” 9 Moses said, “We will
go with our young and our old. We will go with our sons and daughters and with our flocks and herds, for we must
hold a feast to the LORD.” 10 But he said to them, “The LORD be with you, if ever | let you and your little ones go! Look,
you have some evil purpose in mind. 11 No! Go, the men among you, and serve the LORD, for that is what you are
asking.” And they were driven out from Pharaoh’s presence.

12 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the land of Egypt for the locusts, so that they may
come upon the land of Egypt and eat every plant in the land, all that the hail has /eft.” 13 So Moses stretched out his
staff over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east wind upon the land all that day and all that night. When it
was morning, the east wind had brought the locusts. 14 The locusts came up over all the land of Egypt and settled on
the whole country of Egypt, such a dense swarm of locusts as had never been before, nor ever will be again. 1s They
covered the face of the whole land, so that the land was darkened, and they ate all the plants in the land and all the
fruit of the trees that the hail had left. Not a green thing remained, neither tree nor plant of the field, through all the
land of Egypt. 16 Then Pharaoh hastily called Moses and Aaron and said, “I have sinned against the LORD your God,
and against you. 17 Now therefore, forgive my sin, please, only this once, and plead with the LORD your God only to
remove this death from me.” 18 So he went out from Pharaoh and pleaded with the LORD. 19 And the LORD turned the
wind into a very strong west wind, which lifted the locusts and drove them into the Red Sea. Not a single locust was
left in all the country of Egypt. 20 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he did not let the people of Israel go.

21 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land
of Egypt, a darkness to be felt.” 22 So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was pitch darkness in
all the land of Egypt three days. 23 They did not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his place for three days,
but all the people of Israel had light where they lived. 24 Then Pharaoh called Moses and said, “Go, serve the LORD;
your little ones also may go with you; only let your flocks and your herds remain behind.” 25 But Moses said, “You must
also let us have sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God. 26 Our livestock also must
go with us; not a hoof shall be left behind, for we must take of them to serve the LORD our God, and we do not know
with what we must serve the LORD until we arrive there.” 27 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not
let them go. 28 Then Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from me; take care never to see my face again, for on the day
you see my face you shall die.” 29 Moses said, “As you say! | will not see your face again.”

Notes:

1.



SERMON-BASED STUDY

For the week of February 2, 2020
Exodus 9:13-10:29

QUICK REVIEW

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time
or that caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?

ENGAGE WITH THE MESSAGE

This weekend we were reminded that there is only one true God and He has dominion over all
creation. In light of this truth, why do people look to other people or things to be their gods?

What can we learn from the fact that some Egyptians obeyed God and their lives and livestock
were spared?

What ways do you see people’s pride against God manifested in society today? Why does God
not deal with them just as harshly as He did with Pharaoh?

DIGGING DEEPER

Proverbs 16:4 ESV — The LoRD has made everything for its purpose, even the wicked for the day of trouble.

Isaiah 45:5-7 ESV — 51| am the LORD, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; | equip you, though
you do not know me, s that people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is none
besides me; | am the LORD, and there is no other. 71 form light and create darkness; | make well-being and create
calamity; | am the LORD, who does all these things.

Looking at Exodus 9:14, 16, 29 and the passages above, why did God bring the plagues to
Egypt?



In the midst of the plagues, God gave opportunities to respond in a right manner to Him. How
has God given you opportunities to respond in a right manner to Him? What were the
circumstances? How did you respond? What was the result?

H 1 Kings 21:25-29, ESV - 25 (There was none who sold himself to do what was evil in the sight of the LORD like
Ahab, whom Jezebel his wife incited. 26 He acted very abominably in going after idols, as the Amorites had

done, whom the LORD cast out before the people of Israel.) 2z And when Ahab heard those words, he tore his
clothes and put sackcloth on his flesh and fasted and lay in sackcloth and went about dejectedly. 28 And the word of
the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, 20 “Have you seen how Ahab has humbled himself before me? Because
he has humbled himself before me, | will not bring the disaster in his days; but in his son’s days I will bring the disaster
upon his house.”

Looking at the passage above, compare and contrast Pharaoh’s response to God and Ahab’s
response to God.

What is being acknowledged when a person humbles themselves before God? How is humility
connected with our daily walk with God?

Psalm 139:23-24, ESV - 23 Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! 24 And
see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting!

Throughout the first nine plagues, we see that Pharaoh’s heart was hardened. What are some
of the characteristics of a hardened heart? (Ex. 7:13, 22; 8:15, 19, 28; 9:7-12, 27; 10:7, 28)

Looking at the passage above, what action steps are necessary for a person to move from a
hardened heart to a heart for God?



TAKING IT HOME

In Exodus 10:3, God asked Pharaoh, “How long will you refuse to humble yourself before me?” God
is asking that same question of us today? Spend time this week praying Psalm 139:23-24. As God
reveals “grievous” things to you, repent, ask for forgiveness and be renewed by the Holy Spirit. Share
with your group or accountability partner and pray for a heart of surrender and obedience to God.

PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUEST

FOR FURTHER STUDY

2 Chronicles 7:14
Psalm 24:1; 83:18
Mark 8:17-19
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