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SERMON-BASED STUDY: KINGDOM LESSONS 
 

Luke 13:10-30, ESV – 10 Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And behold, there was 
a woman who had had a disabling spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not fully straighten herself. 
12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said to her, “Woman, you are freed from your disability.” 13 And he laid 
his hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and she glorified God. 14 But the ruler of the synagogue, 
indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six days in which work ought to 
be done. Come on those days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day.” 15 Then the Lord answered him, “You 
hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger and lead it away to water 
it? 16 And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this 
bond on the Sabbath day?” 17 As he said these things, all his adversaries were put to shame, and all the people 
rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by him. 18 He said therefore, “What is the kingdom of God like? And 
to what shall I compare it? 19 It is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his garden, and it grew 
and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.” 20 And again he said, “To what shall I compare 
the kingdom of God? 21 It is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, until it was all leavened.” 
22 He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem. 23 And someone said 
to him, “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” And he said to them, 24 “Strive to enter through the narrow door. For 
many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 25 When once the master of the house has risen and shut the 
door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will answer you, ‘I 
do not know where you come from.’ 26 Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught 
in our streets.’ 27 But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of 
evil!’ 28 In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and 
all the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. 29 And people will come from east and west, and 
from north and south, and recline at table in the kingdom of God. 30 And behold, some are last who will be first, and 
some are first who will be last.” 
 
Notes: 
 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time 
or that caught your attention, challenged, or confused you? 
 
 
 

QUICK REVIEW 



This week we were reminded that God’s kingdom is like a mustard seed that starts out small, 
but grows into a tree, large enough for birds to nest in it. How have you seen God’s kingdom 
growing around you?  

 
 
 
 

 
Jesus also uses leaven to illustrate how the kingdom of God will grow. How can believers be 
like “leaven” in the world?  
 

 
 
 

 
How is Jesus’ description of the kingdom both a present and future reality? 
 
 

 
 
 

Isaiah 6:1-3, ESV – In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; 
and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he 
covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another and said:  

  “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;  
  the whole earth is full of his glory!” 
 
Luke 17:20-21, ESV – 20 Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them, 
“The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, 21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for 
behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.” 

 
Looking at the passages above, we read that God’s presence is everywhere. How is this related 
to His kingdom? 
 

 
 

 
What were the Pharisees looking for when they asked Jesus, “When is the kingdom of God 
coming?” How can Christians today be like the Pharisees? 
 

 
 

 
For there to be a kingdom, there must be a king, a place to rule and a people to rule. What does 
it look like for a follower of Jesus to live as if He is King of their life? 
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Mark 1:14-15, ESV – 14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 
15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
 

John 3:1-8, ESV – Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came 
to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these 
signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter 
a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it 
wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who 
is born of the Spirit.” 
 
Romans 10:8-13, ESV – 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the 
word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the 
mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who 
call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

 
Looking at the passages above, what is the response that Jesus requires of those who want to 
enter His kingdom? Is this something that needs to happen now? Explain. 
 

 
 
 

 
What does it mean to “repent and believe in the gospel”? 
 
 

 
 

 
How does the fact that God’s kingdom is present and available through the person of Jesus 
affect the way a true follower of Him lives their life? 
 

 
 
 
 

Not only does Jesus call us to live our lives according to His rule, He calls us to tell others about His 
kingdom. How are you doing in letting others know that God’s kingdom is present and available to 
them? How are you living your life in accordance to His rule? Share with your group or accountability 
partner what God has been showing you. Pray for one another as you seek to be people who live 
according to Jesus’ rule and who share the kingdom message with others. 
 
 
 
 
 

TAKING IT HOME 
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Daniel 7:13-14 
Micah 6:8 
Matthew 3:2, 4:17, 23-25, 10:7 
Luke 4:16-19, 8:1-3, 9:23-26, 12:8-9 
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